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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cremon et al. (US 6802659) in view of Spurr et al. (US 6527356), hereafter Cremon and 
Spurr. 

Regarding claim 1 , Cremon teaches a system comprising an imaging device that 
is operatively coupled across a network to a server computer (Cremon, fig 1 , printer #1 , 
with network access to communicate with other equipment. Also see col 1 1 , In 27-35 
for teaching of network server), a method comprising: 

Detecting, by the imaging device, a media ID from print media (Cremon, col 5, In 
15-39, media ID is detected and read by imaging device, and col 1 1, In 27-35, further 
example of media ID); 

Responsive to detecting the media ID, downloading a set of media parameters 
corresponding to the Media ID from the server computer to the imaging device 
(Cremon, col 11, In 27315, wherein when the media ID corresponds to a network 
address the imaging device accesses configuration / operating parameters to download 
from remote source); and 

Automatically configuring the imaging device based on the media parameters 
downloaded to the imaging device (Cremon, col 7, In 3-6, configuration / operating 
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parameters configure device. Also see col 3, In 1-12, wherein media parameters 
configure imaging device). 

Although Cremon implies a system comprising an imaging device that is 
operatively coupled across a networl< to a server computer (col 7, In 34-40), Cremon 
does not explicitly state said system. Spurr, however, teaches a system comprising an 
imaging device that is operatively coupled across a network to a server computer 
(Spurr, fig 8, wherein printer #230 is connected to servers #260 and #280 via network 
#240). 

Cremon and Spurr are combinable because they are from a similar field of 
endeavor of configuring imaging devices via the network. At the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the explicit 
teachings of Spurr teaching a system connecting a printer with a server via a network 
with the system of Cremon teaching the method of detecting media IDs, downloading a 
set of parameters, and configuring the imaging device with the downloaded parameters. 
The motivation for doing so was given by Cremon in col 7, In 34-40, teaching 
connecting the imaging device to an external computer to download parameters, col 1 1 , 
In 27-35. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Spurr with Cremon to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 2, which depends from claim 1 , the combination of Cremon and 
Spurr teaches a method wherein detecting the media ID is performed responsive to 
determining that print media has been loaded into a print media supply tray or roll that is 
coupled to the imaging device (Cremon, col 6, In 33-39, wherein code reader is utilized 
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when rolls are fitted into the printer, i.e. detection is in response to loading print media 
into imaging device. Also see Spurr, col 17, In 8-20). 

Regarding claim 3, which depends from claim 1 , the combination of Cremon and 
Spurr teaches a method wherein detecting the media ID is performed responsive to 
receiving an imaging job request (Spurr, col 17, In 8-20, wherein identifiers are re-read 
at the start of each print job). 

Regarding claim 4, which depends from claim 1 , the combination of Cremon and 
Spurr teaches a method wherein downloading the media parameters further comprises: 
communicating, by the imaging device, a media parameter request message to the 
server computer, the media parameter request message comprising the media ID; and 
the imaging device receiving a media parameter response message comprising the 
media parameters from the server computer (Cremon, col 1 1 , In 27-35, wherein 
accessing network address comprises communicating a parameter request. Media 
parameters are received as RFID configuration data from remote network source. 
Additionally, see Spurr in col 17, In 35 - col 18, In 39, wherein imaging device 
communicates parameter request to server and receives a parameter update). 

Claim 5 recites identical features as claim 1 except claim 5 is an apparatus claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 1 are equally applicable to 
claim 5. Applicant is additionally directed to fig 1 showing printer #1 and fig 2 of 
Cremon showing memory and CPU (not numbered). See Cremon, col 5, In 1-6, 
wherein CPU inherently executes computer-executable instruction to control process. 
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Claim 6 recites identical features as claim 2 except claim 6 is an apparatus claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 2 are equally applicable to 
claim 6. 

Claim 7 recites identical features as claim 3 except claim 7 is an apparatus claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 3 are equally applicable to 
claim 7. 

Claim 8 recites identical features as claim 4 except claim 8 is an apparatus claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 4 are equally applicable to 
claim 8. 

Regarding claim 9, which depends from claim 5, the combination of Cremon and 
Spurr teach a program further comprising instructions for: 

Responsive to downloading the media parameters, updating a look-up-table at 
the imaging device to map the media ID to the media parameters (Cremon, fig 2, printer 
comprises memory. A look-up-table is inherent to memory structure where parameters 
are stored. Also see Cremon, col 7, In 3-6, wherein media parameters are used to 
control settings of printer. Also see Cremon, col 8, In 52-63, wherein data from RFID is 
stored in memory. In the case wherein data is downloaded from a network address, the 
data is also stored in the memory as described for the local scenario). 

Regarding claim 10, which depends from claim 5, the combination of Cremon 
and Spurr teach a program further comprising instructions for: 

Responsive to downloading the media parameters, updating a look-up-table at 
the imaging device to map the media ID to the media parameters such that the look-up- 
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table only indicates most recently used media ID to media parameter mappings 
(Cremon, fig 2, printer comprises memory. A look-up-table is inherent to memory 
structure where parameters are stored. Also see Cremon, col 7, In 3-6, wherein media 
parameters are used to control settings of printer. Also see Cremon, col 8, In 52-63, 
wherein data from RFID is stored in memory. In the case wherein data is downloaded 
from a network address, the data Is also stored in the memory as described for the local 
scenario. Only most recently used data would be in look-up-table to reduce memory 
requirements. With media parameters either stored in the RFID tag or in the remote 
server, only most recently used would be in the imaging device. In the program of 
Cremon and Spurr, the downloading of parameters occurs every time a media is 
detected, providing evidence that only most recently used parameters are stored in the 
look-up-table of the imaging device). 

Claim 1 1 recites identical features as claim 1 except claim 5 is a computer 
readable medium claim. Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 1 
are equally applicable to claim 1 1 . Applicant is additionally directed to fig 2 of Cremon 
showing memory and CPU (not numbered). See Cremon, col 5, In 1-6, wherein CPU 
inherently executes computer-executable instruction to control process. 

Claim 12 recites identical features as claim 2 except claim 12 is a computer 
readable medium claim. Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 2 
are equally applicable to claim 1 2. 
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Claim 13 recites identical features as claim 3 except claim 13 is a computer 
readable medium claim. Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 3 
are equally applicable to claim 13. 

Claim 14 recites identical features as claim 4 except claim 14 is a computer 
readable medium claim. Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 4 
are equally applicable to claim 8. 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Cremon and Spurr teach in a system 
comprising a server computer that is operatively coupled across a network to an 
imaging device (Cremon, fig 1, printer#1, with network access to communicate with 
other equipment. Also see col 1 1 , In 27-35 for teaching of network server. Additionally 
see Spurr, fig 8, wherein printer #230 is connected to servers #260 and #280 via 
network #240), a method comprising: 

Receiving, by the server computer, a media parameter request message 
comprising a media ID that corresponds to print media, the media parameter request 
message having been communicated to the server computer by the imaging device 
(Cremon, col 11, In 27-35, wherein imaging device sends media parameter request to a 
network address. In Spurr, col 17 In 35- col 18 In 8, the printer, via the computer #280, 
sends a media request message to the server #260 which receives the message); 

Responsive to receiving the media parameter request message, evaluating a 
remote look-up-table to determine a set of media parameters that correspond to the 
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media ID (Spurr, col 18, In 9-18, accessing a database for media information. A look- 
up-table is inherent to the organization of data within a computer based system); and 
Downloading the media parameters to the imaging device (Spurr, col 18, In 19- 
39, wherein data is downloaded from server #280 to control logic processor #1 30 in 
imaging device). 

Regarding claim 16, which depends from claim 15, the combination of Cremon 
and Spurr teaches a system comprising a method wherein downloading the media 
parameters further comprises: communicating, by the server device, a response 
message to the imaging device that comprises the media parameters (Spurr, col 18, In 
35-39, wherein data downloaded to the imaging device comprises media parameters in 
response to request). 

Claim 17 recites identical features as claim 15 except claim 17 is a computer 
readable medium claim. Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 1 5 
are equally applicable to claim 17. Applicant is additionally directed to fig 2 of Cremon 
showing memory and CPU (not numbered). See Cremon, col 5, In 1-6, wherein CPU 
inherently executes computer-executable instruction to control process. Additionally, 
see fig 8 of Spurr teaching computers #260 and #280 which inherently comprises 
computer-readable medium comprising computer executable instructions. 

Claim 18 recites identical features as claim 16 except claim 18 is a computer 
readable medium claim. Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 1 8 
are equally applicable to claim 16. 
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Regarding claim 19, which depends from claim 17, the combination of Cremon 
and Spurr teach a server comprising computer executable instructions (Spurr, fig 8, 
servers #280 and #260 inherently comprise computer executable instructions to 
implement the method in col 17 In 35 - col 18, In 39). 

Claim 20 recites identical features as claim 1 except claim 20 is a system claim. 
Thus, arguments similar to that presented above for claim 1 are equally applicable to 
claim 20. Applicant is additionally directed to Cremon, fig 1, showing printer #1 with 
code reader #4 and #5, and CPU #3 for network communication. Additionally, see 
Spurr, fig 8, teaching imaging device #230, servers #280 and #260, and network #240. 

Regarding claim 21, which depends from claim 20, the combination of Cremon 
and Spurr teaches a system wherein the server computer is configured to: 

Receive a media parameter request message comprising a media ID that 
corresponds to print media, the media parameter request message having been 
communicated to the server computer by the imaging device (Cremon, col 1 1, In 27-35, 
wherein imaging device sends media parameter request to a network address. In 
Spurr, col 17 In 35- col 18 In 8, the printer, via the computer #280, sends a media 
request message to the server #260 which receives the message); 

Responsive to receiving the media parameter request message, evaluate a 
remote look-up-table to determine a set of media parameters that correspond to the 
media ID (Spurr, col 18, In 9-18, accessing a database for media information. A look- 
up-table is inherent to the organization of data within a computer based system); and 
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Download the media parameters to the imaging device (Spurr, col 18, In 19-39, 
wherein data is downloaded from server #280 to control logic processor #130 in imaging 
device). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see Appeal Brief, filed May 2, 2006, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-21 under 35 U.S.C 103 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Cremon et al. (US 
6802659) and Spurr et al. (US 6527356). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Austin et al. reference (US 5488223), Milton et al. reference 
(US 20030117639), Spurr et al. reference (US 6099178), Nakamura reference (US 
6546210), and Whale reference (US 20020181015), are cited for detecting media 
parameters and configuring the printer based on the media parameters. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dillon J. Murphy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5945. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached on (571) 272-7471. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 






